RWANDA SCHEME COMPENSATION CLAIMS – FACTSHEET

Background
· In May 2022 the Home Office introduced a scheme seeking to remove to Rwanda asylum seekers who were deemed to have travelled through safe third countries and arrived in the UK via “dangerous” means.  
· Through late spring and the summer of 2022, the Home Office detained dozens of newly arrived asylum seekers and served Notices of Intent informing them that their asylum claim might not be allowed to proceed in the UK and they may be removed to Rwanda. 
· Detentions tended to last for several weeks or months at a time, despite there being no prospect of imminent lawful removal.  
· Even after securing release, thousands were prevented from progressing their asylum claims and had to endure the threat of Rwanda for approximately two years regardless of their individual circumstances, vulnerabilities and how this uncertainty impacted on them. The Home Office continued to issue Notices of Intent to new arrivals on and off over the course of the next two years.  
· In June 2023 the Court of Appeal ruled that removal to Rwanda would be a breach of asylum seekers’ Article 3 rights because there was a risk of direct or indirect refoulment (return to countries of origin) due to inherent inadequacies with the Rwandan asylum process. The Supreme Court upheld the ruling in October 2024. This meant asylum seekers could not be/ nor could ever be lawfully removed to Rwanda, rendering the decisions to subject them to the process and detain them unlawful. 
· Despite this unequivocal ruling, the Government routinely denied affected persons’ request for their asylum claims to be admitted in-country, preferring instead to implement the Safety of Rwanda (Asylum and Immigration) Bill, enacted in April 2024. Around that time, asylum seekers who had arrived in 2022 started receiving fresh Notices of Intent and many were detained. 
· Following the July 2024 election, the Rwanda scheme was finally ended, leading to the Home Office granting thousands of asylum seekers permission to continue their asylum claim in the UK. 
Who can bring a claim?
· If any asylum seekers you worked with arrived in spring/summer 2022, were served Notices of Intent which mentioned Rwanda, and were detained for the intended purpose of them being removed to Rwanda, then they are very likely to have claims for False Imprisonment. 
· If any asylum seekers were (re)served Notices of Intent in 2024 and detained for the purposes of their intended removal to Rwanda, then they are similarly very likely to have claims for False Imprisonment. 
· Many asylum seekers will be able to pursue Article 8 ECHR damages if they were also impacted by the Home Office’s policy of refusing to admit asylum seekers during and after the litigation in the Court of Appeal and Supreme Court. This will likely depend on the evidence of impact.  
· Asylum seeking victims of trafficking who were subject to the Rwanda scheme, and thereby prevented from advancing their asylum claim, may also have a claim for Article 4 ECHR damages, if it can be established that the Home Office breached its duty to protect them which will turn on the evidence. 
· This will include where they made claims for leave as a trafficking victim but were subjected to the Home Office’s unpublished policy of intentionally pausing those claims until decisions had been made on whether they would face removal to Rwanda. This practice lasted from March 2023 to April 2024[footnoteRef:1].  [1:  Home Secretary intentionally delayed trafficking victims' claims for stay who were subjected to the Rwanda policy | Gold Jennings Solicitors] 

· There may also be particularly egregious cases where the circumstances of detention breached Article 3 or where there are other circumstances justifying enhanced damages.
Is there a deadline to claim compensation? Who can I speak to?
· Anyone wishing to bring a claim should contact a solicitor as soon as possible. 
· This is because some claims must be made within 3 years of the detention, for example: for individuals detained on 1 June 2022 claims should be made by 1 June 2025.
· Some claims can still be made up to 6 years later, but the amount of compensation might be less than if the individual had claimed within 3 years.
· If a person you work with may have a claim for breach of Human Rights because of the impact of having to fight inadmissibility and/ or because they were subject to this scheme and are a victim of trafficking, then you should get in touch with a solicitor without delay as there is a one-year limitation period for such claims. 
· The following firms prepared this factsheet and are acting for individuals in Rwanda compensation claims.
	Deighton Peirce Glynn: 
020 7407 0007 /esoothill@dpglaw.co.uk 
	Duncan Lewis: 
033 3772 0409 / BaharA@Duncanlewis.com 

	Gold Jennings:  
020 8445 9268 / rachel@goldjennings.co.uk
	Wilsons:  
020 8808 7535 / public@wilsonllp.co.uk	



